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Introduction
• Overview
• What is ‘Foster Care’?
• Foster Care: Who are the
players?
• Department of Family Protective
Services (DFPS) Information
• ESC & DFPS Map
• Court Information

Nationally:

Chap. 1
p. 13

•Nearly 400,000 youth in care in 2012.
•56-75% of foster youth changes schools
when first entering care.
•34% of 17-18 year olds in care experience 5+ school
changes
•7th grade is the average reading level of 17-18 year olds
in foster care.
•84% of youth in care want to go to college.
•20% of foster youth who graduated from high school
attend college.
•2- 9% of former foster youth attain a bachelor’s degree.

Texas:

Chap. 1
p. 13

Estimated 16,000 school-age students in foster care.
Youth in foster care dropout of school at significantly
higher rates than other youth.
1,363 children and youth who exited from foster care
in 2012 lived in an average of 7 placements.
Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care, Research Highlights on Education and Foster Care,
January 2014
http://www.jlc.org/sites/default/files/topic_related_docs/National%20Fact%20Sheet%20on%20the%20Educational%20Outcomes%20of%20Children%20in%20Fo
ster%20Care%20-%20Jan%202013.pdf
DFPS 2012, Data Book: http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/documents/about/Data_Books_and_Annual_Reports/2012/FY12AnnRpt_DataBook.pdf
TEA, Foster Care & Student Success website: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/

What is foster care?

Chap. 4
p. 32

• A youth/child enters the foster care system when there is a “reason to believe” allegation of
abuse and/or neglect. Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS), Child
Protective Services (CPS) petitions the court to remove the children from their home because of
safety concerns.
• Foster Care is a term used to describe a child/youth whom CPS has taken legal control over via
a court proceeding.
• Foster Care is also known as “conservatorship” or “substitute care” and is the temporary
placement of youth outside of their own home because they have been abused or neglected.
• The term “foster care” is used in this presentation to refer to all children and youth in Texas
DFPS conservatorship/substitute care.
• Foster care is meant to be a temporary situation for a child until a permanent living
arrangement is found and DFPS no longer has legal custody of the child.
• There are also other students in substitute care and foster care living situations in Texas in
addition to students who are in Texas DFPS conservatorship; however, only students who are
in Texas DFPS conservatorship are identified in PEIMS.

Where do youth in foster care
live?

Chap. 4
p. 36

• Kinship Caregiver: A relative or fictive kin who provides care for a child. A
relative is a member of the child's biological family. A fictive kin is a person who
has a longstanding and significant relationship with a child in DFPS
conservatorship or with the child’s family.
• Foster Home: a state-licensed home for children in foster care. Caregivers known as
“foster parents” receive a reimbursement for providing room, board, and
transportation for children living in their home.
• Emergency Shelter: A shelter facility that houses youth for up to 90 days, while
awaiting a longer-term foster placement.**
• Group Home: A licensed facility where multiple youth live. Staff oversee the
facility and students live there 24/7.
• Residential Treatment Centers (RTC): Residential Treatment Centers are regulated
by DFPS to provide placements and services to youth who require specialized
services.
**Students staying in a emergency shelter are also eligible for McKinney-Vento. See Texas THEO office Foster Care –
Substitute Care Fact Sheet for more information on McKinney-Vento eligibility and Foster Care:
http://www.utdanacenter.org/theo/downloads/factsheets/RP44_Substitue_and_FosterCare.pdf

Foster Care: Who Are the
Players?
Chap. 3
p. 26-29

Collaboration and
coordination with
others involved in
the students life is
encouraged,
recommended,
and necessary for
educational
success!

Chap. 4
p. 38-42,
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Department of Family & Protective
Services (DFPS) Introduction:
•

Purpose:
•
In Texas, the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS),
through its Child Protective Services (CPS) and child care licensing
divisions, investigates allegations of child abuse and neglect, provides
services to children and families, and monitors our state foster care
system. CPS also manages community-based programs that prevent
delinquency, abuse, neglect, and exploitation of Texas children.
The Child Protective Services (CPS) staff is responsible for:
•
Providing services to children and families in their own homes;
•
Placing children in foster care;
•
Providing services to help youth in foster care make the transition to
adulthood; and
•
Placing children in adoptive homes.

Every day, about 10,000 DFPS employees in more than 300 offices in 11 DFPS regions
across the state protect the physical safety and emotional well-being of the most
vulnerable citizens of Texas. Within each DFPS region there are a number of services and
opportunities to support students in foster care. CPS is led by Regional, Division
administrators and front-line social workers.

Chap. 2
p. 21

Chap. 2
p. 23

Department of Family & Protective
Services (DFPS) - Regional Education
Specialists:
• Each DFPS region has at least one Education Specialist
(Regions 3 and 6 have 2 Education Specialists). There is an
Education Specialist at the CPS State Office. These specialists:
•
•
•
•

Act as liaisons to local school districts, CPS staff, community agencies,
Serve as regional subject matter experts for school-related issues,
Provide training to internal and external stakeholders,
Attend school-student meetings to support children/youth in
substitute care, Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD), school
manifestation hearings, transition planning, Circles of Support, and
court hearings as needed.
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2147512296&menu_id=21
47483761

Court
Chap. 2
p. 20-21

**For more information about the CPS and Court System listen to TEA’s School District Foster Care Liaisons 201 - Understanding CPS & Court
webinar: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons/.

Background

The Texas Blueprint: Transforming education outcomes for Children and
Youth in Foster Care
• May 20, 2010 Supreme Court of
Texas signed order establishing
Education Committee of
Permanent Judicial Commission
for Children, Youth and Families.
• Focused on improving educational
outcomes of foster children and
youth.
• Coordinated effort of numerous
agencies and systems involved
with child protection and
education including -100
stakeholders.
• Charged to look at challenges;
identify judicial practices and
cross-disciplinary training needs;
improve collaboration; and make
recommendations regarding
education.

Chap. 2
p. 20

• Seek to improve collaboration,
communication and practice
through partnerships with DFPS,
TEA, and stakeholders in
education and child welfare
community.
 Over 100 recommendations and
strategies identified related to:
School readiness, School Stability
& Transitions, School
Experience, Supports &
Advocacy, Post Secondary
Education.
 http://texaschildrenscommissio
n.gov/PDF/TheTexasBlueprint.
pdf

Foster Care Impact Education
•Impact on students
•School mobility
•Education data

Foster Care Impact Education:
• Stability (multiple school &
home placements) (p. 14)
• Separation/Loss family (p. 12,
80)

• Trauma impacts learning (p. 82)
• Special Education (Chap 12)
• Lost credits (p. 86)
• Delays in enrollment &
records transfer (p. 12,44,62-65,84)

• Missed school days for
appointments (p. 81)
• Stigmatization (p. 80-81)
• Socialization (p. 87-88)
• Lower scores on
standardized tests
• Loss of important
educational, social, cultural
connections (p. 12-13)
• Students are resilient,
adaptable, and have many
strengths (p. 12)

For every school move - students in foster care lose 4-6 months of
emotional growth & academic preparation.
(Advocates for Children of New York, Inc. 2000)

Chap. 1
p. 12-15

High Mobility - Foster Care impacts the
education experience:
Chap. 7,8
p. 42, 62-65

• Significant problems with transferring information and
documentation between education and child welfare systems.
• Records are sometimes lost or misplaced, causing youth to lose
credits and/or repeat classes. Records may not transfer in a
complete and timely manner.
• Youth may not be appropriately withdrawn from school,
resulting in lowering of youth’s grades.
• Youth may sit out of school for days/weeks at a time, or are
placed in inappropriate classes.

By 6th grade, students who had changed schools 4 or more times lost
about 1 year of educational growth (Courtney et al, 2004).
Casey Family Services, “Education Stability for Children & Youth in Foster Care‟

Education Outcomes - Foster Care in Texas
Chap. 1
p. 15

• Fact: 40.7% of school leavers (reason for leaving school) for
students in foster care are coded as graduated, as compared
to 70.7% of school leavers statewide for students not in foster
care, in grades 7-12. This is not a graduation rate. (PEIMS
2010-11)
• Fact: 28.7% of school leavers (reason for leaving school) for
students in foster care are coded as dropped out, as
compared to 8.4% of school leavers statewide for students not
in foster care, in grades 7-12. This is not a dropout rate.
(PEIMS 2010-11)
• Fact: Students in foster care are almost three times more
likely (24.5%) to receive special education services compared
to students in the general population (8.8%). (PEIMS 2011-12)

PEIMS: 2010-11, 2011-12

Foster Children Compared to the State Population
Graduates by Graduation Type
2010-11
80
Chap. 11
p. 93
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Education at Age 26
Chap. 1
p. 13

“Outcomes of Midwest Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of Former Foster Youth: Outcomes at Age 26”
http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/Midwest%20Evaluation_Report_4_10_12.pdf

Employment and Earning at Age 26

Source: Courtney et al, 2011

Counts and Percentages of Foster Children
by Program: 2011-12

Category
At Risk
Career and Technology
Economically Disadvantaged
Gifted and Talented
Immigrant
Limited English Proficient (LEP)
PK Military
Special Education

Counts of Foster
Children

% of Foster
Children

Statewide
Counts

Statewide %

16,307

67.9

2,267,995

45.4

2,540

10.6

1,072,893

21.5

21,669

90.2

3,013,442

60.3

225

0.9

381,744

7.6

20

0.1

71,754

1.4

1,480

6.2

838,418

16.8

18

0.1

6,033

0.1

5,884

24.5

440,744

8.8

21

Counts and Percentages of Foster Children
by Discipline Action Group
2011-12
Chap. 10
p. 76

Counts of
Foster
Children

% of Foster
Children

Statewide
Counts

Statewide %

In-school suspension

5,493

21.3

579,670

11.3

Out-of-school suspension

3,941

15.3

263,322

5.1

DAEP

1,237

4.8

85,450

1.7

JJAEP

55

0.2

3,459

0.1

Expulsion

16

0.1

1,054

0.02

329

1.3

49,934

1.0

Truancy Charges Filed

Note: Calculated percentages are based on the total population. A small amount of
22
error may be included.

Counts and Percentages of Special
Education Foster Children by Primary
Disability: 2011-12
Chap. 12

Counts of Special
Education Foster
Children

% of Special
Education Foster
Children

Statewide
Counts of
Special
Education
Children

Emotional Disturbance

2,055

34.9

26,303

6.0

Learning Disability

1,152

19.6

172,560

39.2

Intellectual Disability

806

13.7

35,992

8.2

Other health impairment

748

12.7

56,426

12.8

Speech Impairment

598

10.2

89,646

20.3

23

Statewide %
of Special
Education
Children

Federal &
State Law

Federal Law
•
•
•

Fostering Connections to Success & Increasing
Adoptions Act of 2008
Uninterrupted Scholars Act – Amendment to
FERPA
USDA Nutrition Assistance – School Meal
Eligibility for Students in Foster Care

Fostering Connections to Success and
Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008

Chap. 4
p. 38

• Emphasizes the importance of school stability, maintaining the school in
which the child was enrolled at the time of placement in foster care, and
the need for coordination between state and regional child welfare and
state and local education agencies.
• Assurance that the placement take into account appropriateness of
current education setting and proximity to the school in which the child is
enrolled at the time of placement in foster care.

• If remaining in the same school is not in the child’s best interest, the child
welfare and local education agencies will work together to ensure
immediate and appropriate enrollment and provide ALL of the child's
education records to the new school.

Chap. 3
p. 27-29

Amendment to Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
• Uninterrupted Scholars Act:
Permits educational agencies and institutions to disclose
education records of students in foster care to State and county social
service agencies or child welfare agencies.

Chap. 9
p. 70-71

The statute also amended the requirement that educational
agencies and institutions notify parents before complying with
judicial orders and subpoenas in certain situations.
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/hottopics/index.
html

Read a Joint Letter from the U.S. Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services addressing the
Uninterrupted Scholars Act: ptac.ed.gov/sites/default/files/Joint_FERPA_Letter_ with_ED_OESE__HHS_ACF_4_24_2013.pdf
View a Legal Center for Foster Care and Education video about the Uninterrupted Scholars Act:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IkflR_Xx6Y&feature=player_embedded#
Read “The Uninterrupted Scholars Act: How do Recent Changes to FERPA Help Child Welfare Agencies Get Access to School Records?”:
www.fostercareandeducation.org/portals/0/dmx/2013/02/ file_20130211_145758_xjnFqt_0.pdf

School Meal Eligibility for Students in
Foster Care
Chap. 10
p. 74

• Children and youth in foster care are categorically eligible for
USDA child nutrition programs.
• Caregivers for children and youth in foster care do not have to
complete a separate application for these programs.
• Students are eligible for the entire school year even if they leave
foster care in the school year.

U.S.D.A., “USDA Announces Expansion of Nutrition Assistance for Foster Children, Provision Expands Safety Net
against Childhood Hunger and Promotes Healthy Lifestyles,” February 3, 2011: www.fns.usda.gov/es/node/879
U.S.D.A. Child Nutrition Programs Food and Nutrition Service, “Eligibility Manual for School Meals, Determining
and Verifying Eligibility”: www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/guidance/EliMan.pdf (see page 10 & 46).
Texas Department of Agriculture, NSLP Handbook: Administrators Reference Manual, Determining Eligibility Section 4.28
http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/NationalSchoolLunchProgram/NSLPPolicyamp;ARM.aspx

State Law
Texas Education Code

Texas Education Code –
Provisions for students in foster
care:
• Data sharing and data collection requirements – TEC
7.029 (p. 16)
• Immediate school enrollment without records - TEC
25.002(g) (Chap 7, p. 56)

• Timely Records transfer within 10 days - TEC 25.007(1)
(p. 64,84)

• All students in DFPS conservatorship may continue to
attend the school in which the student was enrolled
immediately before entering conservatorship until the
student successfully completes the highest grade level
offered by the school - TEC 25.001 (g) (p. 62)

Texas Education Code - continued
• Excused absences for court-ordered appointments –
TEC 25.087 (pg. 75)
• Free eligibility for PRE-K - TEC 29.153 (p. 74)
• Accelerated Instruction (At-risk indicators and
Compensatory Education) - TEC 29.081 (p. 51, 82,83)

• Transition Assistance from one school to another of
students in foster care - TEC 25.007 (p. 84-91)
• School District Foster Care Liaisons - TEC 33.904 (Chap 5, p.
44)

Promote High School Completion
TEC 28.025 & 25.007
Chap. 11
p. 91-93

If a student in DFPS conservatorship is not likely to receive a high school
diploma before the 5th school year following the student's enrollment in grade 9
– review the students course credit accrual and personal graduation plan – TEC
25.007

Promote Post-Secondary
TEC 25.007 & 54.366

Chap. 13
p. 104-105

1) LIFE TIME TUITION AND FEES WAIVER to any Texas state supported
Institution of Higher Education for certain students in and formerly in
Texas DFPS Conservatorship, as long as the student enrolls in at least onecollege credit before turning 25 – TEC 54.366 (**see pg. 104-105 for
eligibility requirements)
*In addition to a college course - Dual credit or other course where a
high school student may earn joint high school and college credit will
also activate the waiver*
2) Ensure that 11 or 12 grade students in DFPS conservatorship is provided
information about the tuition and fee waiver, dual credit, or other courses
where a student may earn joint high school and college credit – TEC 25.007
p. 106

Transition Assistance for Students in
Foster Care TEC 25.007
TEA is charged to assist the transition of students in foster care

*LEA’s play critical role in implementing many of these provisions and
ensuring effective transitions for students in foster care*

Chap. 11
p. 84-91

• Ensuring that school records for a student in foster care are transferred to
the student's new school not later than the 10th day after the date the
student begins enrollment at the school;
• Developing systems to ease transition of a student in foster care during
the first two weeks of enrollment at a new school;
• Developing procedures for awarding credit, including partial credit, if
appropriate, for course work, including electives, completed by a student
in foster care while enrolled at another school;
• Promoting practices that facilitate access by a student in foster care to
extracurricular programs, summer programs, credit transfer services,
electronic courses provided under the Texas Virtual School Network, and
after-school tutoring programs at nominal or no cost;

TEC Section 25.007 continued:
Chap. 11
p. 91

TEC Section 25.007 continued:
• Establishing procedures to lessen the adverse impact of the movement of
a student in foster care to a new school;
• Entering into a memorandum of understanding with DFPS regarding the
exchange of information as appropriate to facilitate the transition of
students in foster care from one school to another;
• Encouraging school districts and open-enrollment charter schools to
provide services for a student in foster care in transition when applying
for admission to post-secondary study and when seeking sources of
funding for postsecondary study;
• Requiring school districts, campuses, and open-enrollment charter schools
to accept a referral for special education services made for a student in
foster care by a school previously attended by the student; and

• Providing other assistance as identified by TEA.

Chap. 11
p. 84-91

TEC Section 25.007 continued:

Chap. 11
p. 84-91

• Developing procedures for allowing a student in substitute care who
was previously enrolled in course required for graduation the
opportunity, to the extent practicable, to complete the course, at no
cost to the student, before the beginning the next school year;

• Ensuring that student in substitute care who is not likely to receive a
high school diploma before the fifth school year following the
students’ enrollment in grade nine, as determined by the district, has
the student’s course credit accrual and personal graduation plan
reviewed; and
• Ensuring that student in substitute care who is in grade 11 or 12 be
provided information regarding tuition and fee exemptions under
section 54.366 for dual-credit or other courses provided by a public
institution of higher education for which a high school student may
earn joint high school and college credit.

Foster Care Liaison

Foster Care Liaison
School Districts & Open Enrollment Charter Schools
must identify and report to TEA a foster care liaison.
TEA to provide information for facilitating enrollment
and transfers.

Chap. 5
p. 45-48

Texas
Education
Code § 33.904

INFORM TEA OF YOUR DISTRICT’S
FOSTER CARE LIAISON

Chap. 5
p. 45

Chapter 5,
pg. 44-48

SO, I AM MY DISTRICT’S
FOSTER CARE LIAISON,
NOW WHAT?

Building infrastructure and capacity
within your district to support
students in foster care:
• Notify campus leaders and administrators about your appointment in the district.
• Review TEA resources: 1) Read Chapter Five of the Foster Care & Student Success
Resource Guide 2) Listen to introductory webinar trainings on TEA’s Foster Care &
Student Success website.
• Build a team: Engage relevant stakeholders within the district. (PEIMS, Counselor,
Registrar, Transportation, Campus Admin., Nutrition, SPED, etc.)

• Identify and assess existing processes/practices in the district aligned with “12-Key
Activities For District Foster Care Liaisons” defined in Chapter 5.
• Implementation of “12-Key Activities..” – Establish district processes and practices that
address students in foster care.
• Establish systems and streamlined processes for enrollment, withdrawal and records
transfer.
• Implement training within your district.

12 Key Activities for Foster Care Liaisons
Defined
1) Streamline enrollment processes for students in
foster care and ensure students are identified in
PEIMS.
2) Implement student data tracking and monitoring
mechanisms.
3) Ensure that students in foster care receive school
nutrition and meal programs without further
application.
4) Help coordinate withdrawal, records transfer, and
credit recovery.

Chapter 5,
pg. 44-48

12 Key Activities for Foster Care Liaisons
Defined Continued
5) Become a foster care expert and promote
practices that align with Texas Law.
6) Coordinate with child welfare partners.
7) Provide foster care-related information and
training to the district.

8) Work with DFPS to help students maintain
their school placement, when appropriate.

Chapter 5,
pg. 44-48

12 Key Activities for District Foster Care
Liaisons Continued
9) Review student schedules to ensure that are on
track to graduate.
Chapter 5,
pg. 44-48

10) Encourage successful transition into
adulthood and post-secondary opportunities.
11) Encourage involvement in extracurricular
activities.
12) Know which supports are available within
the district and community for students in
foster care.

Engaging External
Stakeholders:

Ch. 3, Ch. 13 &
pg. 27, 38-42,
102-108

• Build relationships with CPS Regional Education Specialist,
caseworkers, foster parents, local judge to identify barriers and
cross-system training needs.
• Identify Residential Treatment Centers and Emergency Shelters in
school/district zone(s) and coordinate/troubleshoot around
existing barriers and challenges that may exist.
• Network with local colleges and college access programs to
encourage successful transitions between high school and college.
• Engage with community organizations and leverage opportunities
to support for students in foster care.

Data Collection
PEIMS & Students in
Foster Care
**Foster Care status must be handled with
the utmost sensitivity and in accordance
with all FERPA guidelines! **

PEIMS Code Information: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/PEIMS/
Section 2:
Data Submission
Requirements, 102
Record

Texas
Education
Code § 7.029

**Foster Care status must be handled with the
utmost sensitivity and in accordance with all
FERPA guidelines! **

Chapter 6,
pg. 52-54,
80

Identifying Students in Foster Care for the
purpose of PEIMS: Who’s eligible?
• Only students in the conservatorship of Texas Department of Family
and Protective Services are eligible should be coded for the purpose of
PEIMS.
• Students or families who may be involved with the child welfare
system, but not in Texas DFPS conservatorship, are not in foster care and
should not be coded for the purpose of PEIMS.
• Students who are placed in Texas by another state’s child welfare
system are not in Texas DFPS conservatorship and therefore should
not be coded for the purpose of PEIMS.
• Students who are Unaccompanied Refugee Minors (URM) and under
Federal Foster Care status should not be coded for the purpose of
PEIMS.

Documentation: Verifying Texas
DFPS Conservatorship
• Student’s in Texas DFPS custody will have a DFPS Placement
Authorization Form 2085 or a Court Order stating:

Chap. 6
p. 50-51

“The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS),
managing conservator of…”

Sample form can be found at:
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/site_map/forms.asp

Understanding Acceptable Documentation:
Placement Authorization Form – 2085
(PEIMS 2013-14)

• This form comes in a variety of formats - Please request the Placement
Authorization form 2085 for PEIMS.

• Other 2085’s that a school may see:
• 2085, B & D – Related to Medical Consenter
• E – 2085 – Education Decision Maker (New law, 83rd Session)
*All forms in the 2085 series designate the student is in DFPS conservatorship – please
request the Placement Authorization form 2085 for PEIMS*

• There are no-expiration dates on Placement Authorization form 2085’s.
Districts should accept a 2085, regardless of the date on it.

Placement Authorization form 2085
Chap 6,
pg. 50-51, 123

Acceptable Documentation:
Court Order
Ch. 4 p.32 and
Ch. 6., 50-51

• Court order naming Texas DFPS Temporary Managing
Conservatorship (TMC) or Permanent Managing Conservatorship
(PMC).

DFPS Education Decision
Maker
E-2085

Chap. 9
p. 68, 69

Texas Family
Code §263.004

Education Decision-Maker Form 2085-E

Chap. 11
p. 91

Resource Guide p. 91.

Texas
Education
Code §
25.007

Foster Care & Student
Success Resource Guide

Overview of
Guide for Texas Educators on Foster Care
Released August 2013

• Comprehensive resource and
training guide, released in
October 2013; Co-written with
TEA, DFPS and Children’s
Commission.
• Research based: Codifies foster
care education practice, policy,
laws and resources in one central
location.
• Foundational resource for
education community, foster
care liaisons, and all who
support the education of
students in foster care.
• Guidebook provides foundation
for district training and
development on foster care.

Where to find the Foster Care & Student
Success Resource Guide:
• Online Interactive PDF available for download:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/resourceguide.pdf
• Individual chapter download:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/fostercarestudentsuccess

• Hard-copies may be ordered through TEA’s Office of Publication:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2147487430
• A professional grade PDF file is available for groups and
organizations that would like to have the guide printed to
disseminate: email fostercareliaison@tea.state.tx.us or
kelly.kravitz@tea.state.tx.us for information.
67

p. 5



p. 10






Practical and beneficial
information for individuals,
organizations, and systems with
information to advance the
education of students in foster
care.
Helpful Tips, Laws, and
Resources noted throughout the
guide.
Useful appendices with
glossary, sample tools,
description of Education
portfolio, sample 2085, etc.
Clickable (interactive) PDF
contains chapters, sections and
sub-headings links to take user
directly to information.

Youth & Alumni Voice:

Trauma-Informed Schools
• Trauma Sensitive Schools: http://traumasensitiveschools.org/
• Compassionate Schools: The Heart of Learning and Teaching:
http://www.k12.wa.us/compassionateschools/
• The National Childhood Traumatic Stress Network:
Child Trauma Toolkit For Educators:
http://www.nctsn.org/resources/audiences/school-personnel/trauma-toolkit
Resources for Schools:
http://www.nctsn.org/resources/audiences/school-personnel/resources-for-schools
National Foster Care Awareness Month:
http://www.nctsn.org/resources/public-awareness/national-foster-care-month%20
• Why Schools Need to Be Trauma Informed:
http://www.traumainformedcareproject.org/resources/WhySchoolsNeedToBeTraumaInform
ed(2).pdf
• Schools promoting ‘trauma-informed’ teaching to reach troubled students:
http://edsource.org/2013/schools-focus-on-trauma-informed-to-reach-troubledstudents/51619

Additional TEA
Resources

TEA Foster Care & Education resources:
• TEA Website: Foster Care & Student Success
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/
-

School District Foster Care Liaisons
Laws and Guidance
State Efforts
Child Protective Services
Information and Resources

• Please contact TEA for questions, comments, concerns,
feedback: Fostercareliaison@tea.state.tx.us
• Foster Care Education & Policy Coordinator, Kelly Kravitz,
kelly.kravitz@tea.state.tx.us; 512-463-9235

Additional Education Resources
From the School Psychologist - Supporting Students in Foster Care:

http://www.nasponline.org/resources/principals/Foster_Children_Sept%202011.p
df

Trauma Sensitive Schools:

http://traumasensitiveschools.org/

FosterCareMonth.org - What Teachers and Educators can do to Help
Youth in Foster Care:

www.fostercaremonth.org/GetInvolved/Toolkit/Support/Documents/W
hat Teachers and Educators Can Do.pdf

The National Childhood Traumatic Stress Network - Child Trauma Toolkit
For Educators:
http://www.nctsn.org/resources/audiences/school-personnel/traumatoolkit
National Center For Youth Law, “Beyond the Basics — How
Extracurricular Activities Can Benefit Foster Youth,” October–December
2010:

http://www.youthlaw.org/publications/yln/2010/oct_dec_2010/beyond_the_b
asics_how_extracurricular_activities_can_benefit_foster_youth/

Additional Resources
Education is the Lifeline for Youth in Foster Care

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/pdf/EducationalOutcom
esFactSheet.pdf
Texas Association of School Boards (TASB), Education Issues for Students in
Foster Care:
http://www.yourhonor.com/myprofile/assets/Education_Issues_for_Studen
ts_in_Foster_Care.pdf

The Texas Blueprint: Transforming Education Outcomes For Children & Youth
in Foster Care
http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/PDF/TheTexasBlueprint.pdf

It’s My Life: Post Secondary Education & Training Guide

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/pdf/EducationalOutcomesFa
ctSheet.pdf

Access Granted: Texas Foster Care Handbook for Youth
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Documents/Child_Protection/pdf/fostercare-handbook.pdf

Additional Resources:
Websites for more information
 TASB: Visit TASB for more information on model policies and practice guidance
that may be available.
http://www.tasb.org/index.aspx
 Texas Reach - Higher Education Supports & Network: Visit for more information
on post-secondary and resources and programs available for students from foster
care.
http://www.texasreach.org/colleges--universities.html
 Texas Youth Connection: Visit for more information on DFPS services and supports
available to youth in foster care.
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/txyouth/education/prep.asp
 Texas Foster Youth - Justice Project: Resources and information available to assist
youth and young adults in transition out of foster care. Legal services available.
http://texasfosteryouth.org/
 Children’s Commission – Texas Blueprint: Transforming Education Outcomes For
Children & Youth in Foster Care:
http://education.texaschildrenscommission.gov/

Next Steps:
• View foster care liaison registry and ensure that your district
has a liaison appointed:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons
/
• Sign-up for Foster Care Education Listserv - select ‘foster care
education’ http://miller.tea.state.tx.us/list/
• Increase awareness – Share information from today’s training
within your region, district, schools, community and parent
networks.
• Provide information about students in foster care in trainings,
meetings, etc.
• Distribute Foster Care & Student Success Resource Guide across
your networks.

Committed to Transforming the Education Outcomes of
Students in Foster Care!

THANK YOU for joining
today’s presentation and the
important role you play in
advancing the education of
students in foster care!
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